
TO: File 

FROM: Andy Purdy 

DATE: August 17, 1977 

RE: Search for missing autopsy mater i 

I spoke with ns .tack C. HARPER on August 8th 
(office: 814 / 942 - 2878 , . the onole of the pre-medical 
student who found the skull fragment in Dealey Plata. 
DR. HARPER presumes the skull fragment is wi 
other skull fragments and said that his nephew gave it 
to the FBI. DR. HARPER saw the fragment on the Sunday 
following the assassination and took it to Methodist 
Hospital on Monday at which time h. contacted the FBI. 



DR. HARPER said the consensus of the doctors who 
viewed the skull fragment was that it was part of the 
occipital region. DR. HARPER said he retained a photo 
of the skull fragment for about a year at which time 
the FBI took it from him. He says he believes his nephew 
still has such a photograph. DR. HARPER said the skull 
fragment had relatively fresh blood on it. 

I spoke with hr. A . B. CAIRNS on August 9, 1977, 

regarding the HARPER skull fragment. DR. CAIRNS has 

retired from his positiou as Chief of Pathology at Meth- 

ah 2303 Post oak Road 



unenital and 






-r 



Reference copy, JFK Collection: KSCA (JUJ 233) 




Page Two 
August 17, 1977 

in Rockdale, Texas (mailing ^address i P.O. Box 
I spoke with DR. CAIRNS (512/44S-2S10) regarding bin 
recollections of examining the skull fragment. DR. 

CAIRNS said the piece of skull fragment came from am. 
area approximately 2* to 3 inches above the spine area. 

He said it had the markings of a piece of skull fragm 
from the lower occipital area, specifically: suture and 

inner markings where blood vessels run around the base of 
the skull. DR. CAIRNS remembered a small area of the 
skull fragment showing grayish discoloration suggesting 
metal had stained the bone. He said he had had experience 

. _ 4 -hm rva^t which looked similar 
with lead-caused damage in the p 

to this discoloration. 

DR. CAIRNS said he could see blood markings which 
indicated the skull fragment had been dislodged recentiy. 
DR. CAIRNS added that he wasn't very interested 
skull fragment hut did believe it was part of the assass- 
ination. DR. CAIRNS said the skull fragment had no indi- 
cation of being en entry or an exit wound. He said tin 

he said he believed the skull fragmeat came from an area 

were broken. DR. CAIRNS said that he was interviewed by 
an FBI agent from Oklahoma city with a Spanish surname. 



(tzz M) VOSS ,w n Mn#B 



